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’’Polar Code’’
International code for ships operating in polar waters 
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Po l a r  Code ‐ WHAT:
• E n t e r e d   i n t o   f o r c e  on  1   J a n u a r y  2017 :

 Po l a r  Wate r  Ope ra t i o n a l  Manua l   ( PWOM)
 New   SO LA S  Chap te r  X I V
 MARPOL  Amendmen t s
 New   S TCW  Chap te r  V
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Po l a r  Code ‐ WHERE :
• A re a s  beyond  60 t h  de g re e  o f   l a t i t u d e
• E xc l u d i n g   t h e  Ba l t i c   S e a
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Po l a r  Code ‐ WHAT:
• Equ i pmen t
• Ope ra t i o n s  &   c on s t r u c t i o n
• Mann i n g
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Po l a r  Code ‐ WHAT:
• Env i ro nmen t  p ro t e c t i o n
• O i l  po l l u t i o n
• S ewage   and  Ga r b a g e   r e s t r i c t i o n s

01/02/2017 – Hervé Baudu  IMO link to download infographic  

6/10

Po l a r  Code ‐ WHAT:
• Ca t e go r i e s  o f   s h i p s   i n  po l a r  wate r s  
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In order to comply, a polar navigation certificate shall be issued by the flag
State:

Category A and B: ships designed to operate in Ice infested waters.

Category C: ships designed to operate in open waters.
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Po l a r  Code ‐ WHO :
• B r i d g e  O f f i c e r s

Definitions :
Ice free watersmean no ice present. If ice of any kind is present, this term shall
not be used.

Open waters mean a large area of freely navigable water in which sea ice is
present in concentrations less than 1/10. No ice of land origin is present.

Others watersmean Ice concentrations > 1/10 and land Ice inclusions.

Ice conditions Tankers Passenger ships Others

Ice free Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable

Open waters
(< 1/10 and no 
growlers)

Basic training for master, 
chief mate and officers 
in charge of a 
navigational watch

Basic training for master,
chief mate and officers in
charge of a navigational
watch

Not applicable

Others waters
(> 1/10 and old Ice
inclusions )

Advanced training for 
master and chief mate. 
Basic training for officers 
in charge of a 
navigational watch 

Advanced training for 
master and chief mate. 
Basic training for officers 
in charge of a 
navigational watch 

Advanced training for 
master and chief mate. 
Basic training for officers 
in charge of a 
navigational watch 
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Po l a r  Code ‐ HOW:
• 2 kind of formation :

 Basic for master, chief mate and officers in charge
of a navigational watch;

 Advanced for master and chief mate
• At the standard of the IMO Model Course (That should be

approved in early February at the next session of the HTW)

De f i n i t i o n s :
Basic certificate: 34h

• Ice Nomenclature, Characteristics and Detection, Regulations and Standards,
Vessel Characteristics, Manoeuvring in Ice, Voyage Planning, Icebreaker
Assistance, Vessel Performance in Polar Waters/Low Air Temperatures, Crew
Preparation, Working Conditions & Safety, Environment.

Advances certificate: 30h
• Regulations, Standards & Shipboard Documentation, Vessel Characteristics,

Manoeuvring in Ice, Passage Planning, Icebreaker Ops, Crew Preparation,
Working Conditions & Safety.
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Po l a r  Code ‐ HOW:
• Bo t h   t r a i n i n g s  on   I c e   s imu l a t o r
• En sm   c e n t r e o f  Mars e i l l e
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The mandatory Polar Code requirements, which were
specifically tailored for the polar environments, go
above and beyond those of existing IMO conventions
such as MARPOL and SOLAS, which are applicable
globally and will still apply to shipping in polar waters.01/02/2017 – Hervé Baudu 

Ponant Austral ‐ Antarctic 
© Photo Hervé Baudu 


